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MATT. xvi. 18, 19. 


18. And I ſay alſo unto thee, that thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of bell ſball 
not prevail againſt it. | 


19. And 1 will give unto thee the keys of the 


ſhalt bind on earth ſhalt be bound in 
heaven, and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe 
on earth ſhall be looſed in heaven. 


<4 


4 : * : 
er HEN the Chriſtian religion 
e f I 


divine excellence and purity 
but in proceſs of time, the am- 
bition and avarice of men de- 
formed its native beauty, and weakened its 
influence, by blending it with worldly power, 
till by degrees the ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt, 


which conſiſts in righteouſneſs and peace, was 


changed into a temporal monarchy over the 
bodies and ſouls of men under one ſovereign 


Ponriff, who arrogated the title of Succeſſor of 


St. Peter, and Vicar-General of Chriſt upon 
Earth, 


kingdom of heaven, and whatſoever thou 


4 ” 


EY was firſt preached among the 
F531 Gentiles, it prevailed by its own - 
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C 
When the Roman empire became Chriftian, 
the Emyrrons aſſumed the ſupreme power 
in ecclefiaſtical affairs, and maintained it ſome 
Hundreds of years. (a) They confirmed the 
elections of biſhops, called councils, and eſta- 
bliſhed their canons by an Imperial edict: 
They appointed judges for religious cauſes, 
and depoſed biſhops that were lapſed into he- 
rely. Enſebius therefore, in the life of Con- 
flantine, calls him weires io nero, the general 
biſhop, or director of all things relating to the 
external polity of the church. But when the 
empire was divided and broken, by the irrup- 
tion of the barbarous nations, the biſhop 
of Rome ſtarted his claim to a primacy of ju- 
riſdiction over all Chriſtian biſhops; and ta- 
king advantage of the diſtractions of the em- 
pire, entirely threw off the Imperial yoke, 
about the IX th or Xth century, and aſſumed 
an abſolute authority, not only over the Cler- 
gy, but over Kings and Emperors, and the 
whole Chriſtian world, in all cauſes civil and 
eccleſiaſtical. Some ages after, there was a 
fierce conteſt about the ſupremacy of the Pope 
over the whole collective body of the church. GY 
And tho' this point was not abſolutely deter- 
mined in the council of Trent, Bellarmine, 
the celebrated Romiſh champion, and his fol- 
| lowers, have declared it unlawful to appeal 
from the ſentence of the Pope to any future 
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(3) 


obey all his bu//s. on pain of damnation. If 
ſovereign Princes dare reſiſt him, or refuſe 


obedience to his arbitrary and imperious di- 


ates, the trumpet is founded to ſedition, ſub- 
jects are abſolved from their allegiance, and 


commanded to bind their kings in chains, and 


their nobles in fetters of iron. If his Holineſs 
is pleaſed to interdict whole kingdoms, the 
publick worſhip of God muſt ceaſe, and their 
temples be ſhut up till they return to their du- 


ty 


Pope s coffers, by Peter s pence, the firſt fruits 


aud tenths of the clergy, the ſale of indulgences, 


Agnus Det's, and other holy wares of the like 


kind, for che ſupport of his unrighreous do- 
minion. It was uſual in England, before the 
reformation, to levy a tenth, and ſometimes a 
fifth of all eccleſiaſtical livings, for the ſervice 
of the church, or ſome expedition into the. 


Holy Land, which conſidering the vaſt num- 


ber of Religious Houſes in thoſe times, pro- 
duced an incredible revenue. Upon a compu- 


tation, made by order of king Heury III. in 
the year 1245, it appeared, that more money 
was-carried out of England annually by the 
Pope's authority, than all the revenues of the 


crown put together. (c) And without ww | 
| c 


(c Pog's Acts and Mon. p. 325, 326. 


Tiis a vaſt and boundleſs empire © of ſoper- 
ſtition and ſlavery that is formed upon this 

uſurpation; perſons of all ranks are bound to 

believe whatever the Pope decrees, and to 


Vaſt contributions have been raiſed, 
and immence ſums paid annually into the h 


"1 EY 

the whole riches of the nation had been con- 
veyed away thro' this channel, beyond reco- 
very, had not the ſtatutes of Proviſors and Pre- 
munire taken place. Fierce and bloody wars 
have been kindled in the Chriſtian world by 
his direction, not to mention the more com- 
pendious ways of diſpatching hereticks by 
poiſon or murdering now and then an hundred 
thouſand in cold blood, as in the maſſacres of 
Ireland, Paris, and the valleys of Piedmont. 
Our nation has been a remarkable example of 
all theſe in their turns, Never did Popery 
triumph with leſs controul in all its falſe and 
bloody colours, than in this Iſland for ſeveral 
hundred years. And when the all-wiſe Proyi- 
dence of God raiſed up thoſe glorious Inſtru- 
ments of the Reformation, who delivered us 
from ſuch barefaced uſurpation, our holy mo- 
ther the church became as mercileſs as ſhe had 
been tyrannical and inſatiable, and in the great- 
neſs of her charity excommunicated our rulers, 
diſſolved the government, and doomed our 
fore-fathers, with all their poſterity, to tem- 
poral miſery, and eternal perdition. 

How monſtrous and groundleſs ſoever this 
empire may appear, it has had the moſt pub- 
lick and ſolemn ſanctions of their church. 
In the Lateran council it was decreed, 
That the Roman High-Prieſt holds a prima- 

cover the univerſal church, as ſucceſſor of 
St. Peter, prince of the apoſtles ; that he is 
* the true lieutenant of Chriſt, and head of 
the church; the father and doctor of all 


*« Chriſtians, 


(7) 
© Chriſtians; to whom all power is committed 
© to feed, direct, and govern the Catholick 
church under Chriſt.” Hence he claims 
the ſole right of defining points of doctrine, 
and deciding controverſies of faith, without 
liberty ot appeal, even to a general council; 
and of binding and loofing, opening and ſhut- 
ting the gates of heaven at his pleaſure. To 
ſecure theſe powers, with many others of the 
like extravagant nature, he exacts the moſt 
ſolemn oaths from his clergy, and particularly 
from the biſhops, who ſwear, © To be faith- 
ce ful and obedient to St. Peter, and to the ho- 
ly Roman church, and our Lord the Pope 
his ſucceſſor, to diſcover all plots and con- 

* ſpiracies againſt him, to preſerve and defend 
te the royalties of St. Peter to the utmoſt of 
« their power, and to perſecute and oppoſe all 
c hereticks, ſchiſmaticks, and rebels to our 
« ſaid ſovereign lord the Pope, or his ſuc- 
« ceflors.” (4) So that all clergymen of the 
church of Rome, not born within the verge of 
the Eccleſiaſtical State, are ſubjects of a fo- 
reign power, and bound by the moſt ſacred ties 
to lay violent hands on all who profeſs a reli- 
gion different from their own. Nor is leſs 
care taken to ſecure the allegiance of the lay- 
converts, who upon their reception into the 
Romi ſi communion, are obliged to make the 
following ſolemn profeſſion of their faith: 
« I acknowledge the holy, catholick, _ 
N | | lick, 


(4) Spanb. Eccl. Hiſt. p. 18 30. 


© 4 
« lick Roman church, for the mother and mi- 
« ſtreſs of all churches, and I promile true 
2 obedience ro - the biſhop of Rome; tuc- 
<« cefſor to St. Peter, prince of the apoſtles; 
& and vicar of Jeſus Chriſt ; and I do undoubt- 
« edly receive and profeſs all other things de- 


* fined and declared by the ſacred canons, ge: 


« neral councils, and particularly the council 
of Trent, and I do anathemarize all things 
« contrary thereunto, and all hereſies which 
« the church has condemned, rejected, and 
4 anathematized.” 5 

This is the current doctrine of the Roman 
church, which no man can reject without be- 
ing reputed an enemy to the Apoſtolick See, 
and is eſteemed of ſuch importance, that Pope 
Boni face VIII. in one of his decrees has de- 
clared and pronounced it of neceſſity to ſalva- 
tion Cardinal Bellarmine ſays, the doctrine of 
the ſupremacy 1s a fundamental article of their 
church : And we muſt concur with them in 
allowing this to be the baſis of the whole con- 
troverſy, and if well eſtabliſhed, that their 
church is built upon a roch; but if it ſtands 
condemned by the concurrent teſtimony of 
Scripture, antiquity, and reaſon, the founda- 
tions of Popery are blown up, and the un- 
weildy fabrick falls to pieces. | 

Let us therefore conſider, Firſt, the evi- 
dence by which this extravagant claim is ſup- 
ported: NG „ 8 

And then, the arguments that are brought 
to encounter it. | 

Firſt, 


(9) 

Firſt, We are to confider the evidence which 
the Papiſts produce to ſupport the above-men- 
tioned ſupremacy. Had our Lord appointed a 
vicat-general on earth, we might expect to 
meet not only with his name in Scripture, but 
with the time and manner of his inſtalment, 
and with the deed of conveyance to his ſuc- 
ceffors, in the moſt plain and ſignificant 
words; or at leaſt that it ſhould be read in 
every page of antiquity: But if the moſt an- 
tient fathers of the church conſent in any 
thing, it is in a general filence about this mat- 
ter: The whole ſtreſs of the evidence is there- 
fore laid upon the following obſcure and me- 
taphorical paſſages of Scripture. 

The principal of which is the firſt verſe 
of my text; Thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
Iwill build my church; Here they argue (in 
their late profeſſion of faith for the reception 
of converts into the church) © from the very 
% name of Peter, or Cephas, which ſignifies 
te a Rock; which name our Lord, who does 
* nothing without reaſon, gave to him who 
* before was called Simon, to fignify that he 
s ſhould be as a roch or foundation upon 
« which he would build his church.” But 
ſome learned men interpret the rock, of the 
confeſſion of Peter's faith, mentioned a verſe 
or two before, where our Lord having aſked 
his diſciples, whom men ſaid he was, addreſ- 
ſes to his apoſtles ; Whom ſay ye that I am? 
Simon Peter anſwered and faid, Thou art Chriſt 
tbe Son of the living God. Whereupon, after 
| 3 Ph ; B | a com- 


er 


a commendation of his faith, our Lord re- 
plies, v. 16. I ſay alſo unto thee, thou art Pe- 
ter, and upon THis Rock, that is, upon the 
confeſſion thou haſt made of me, I will build my 
church. This interpretation is countenanced 
by many doctors and fathers of the antient 
ae St. Chryſoſtome, in his comment ur- 
on the place, ſays, Upon the rock, that is, up- 
on the faith of Peter's confeſſion, I will build my 
church. And again, He did not build the 
church upon the man Peter, but upon his 
faith.(e) Theodoret, St. Auſtin, and ſome of 
the Popiſh writers themſelves, are of this | 
mind. 8 | | 
But admitting, with St. Cyprian and others, 
Peter himſelf was the rock, What reſemblance 
is there between a rock and a governor? at 
leaſt, What aſſurance can we have, that the 
metaphor preciſely imports this ſenſe, when it 
may as fairly be interpreted to another? The 
rock of the church may ſignify its foundation 
or begining, and thus it may have a particular 
reſpect to St. Peter, who laid the foundation 
of the firſt Chriſtian church at Jeruſalem, by 
his excellent ſermon, A#s 2d,(g) and made the 
firſt Gentile converts in Ceſarea, according to 
the inſtructions he received afterwards, by a 
viſion from heaven. (%) And this was all the ho- 
nour he claimed, when ſtanding up in the coun- | 
| 2. e 


i at; 6. et 1 Clo —— KC. — 


(e) cbryſaſt. in John i. 50. | 
(f) More teftimonies to this purpoſe may be ſeen in Dr: 
Barrows learned treatiſe on thg Supremacy, p. 56, &c, 

(gs) Vid, Whitby in los, = ( Acts X. 95 & e- 
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cil at Jeruſalem, he ſaid, Men and brethren, ye 


know that a good while ago God choſe me out 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles ſhould 
hear the word.(h) But in this work St. Peter 
could have no ſucceſſor, becauſe that would 
be in effect to ſay, the foundations of the 
Chriſtian church were not yet laid, which was 
fully accompliſhed above ſixteen hundred years 


ago. 


foundation upon which the church's faith is 
built, it can have no particular reference to 


St. Peter, becauſe the Scripture repreſents our 


Lord himſelf as the foundation and corner 


ſtone of his church: The fone which the buil- 


ders refuſed (ſays the Pſalmiſt) the ſame is be- 
come the head of the corner. (i) Which paſſage 
our Saviour applies to himſelf, Matt. xxi. 42. 
And it is an honour in which he will not be 


rival'd, for other foundation can ns man lay 


than that is laid, even TFeſus Chrift.(k) But 
next under him, the twelve apoſtles are the 
foundations and pillars of the Chriſtian church, 
who were equally commiſſioned to preach the 
Goſpel to all nations, and furniſhed with ex- 
traordinary abilities and powers for that pur- 
pole: Ne are built (ſays St. Paul to the Ephe- 
ans) upon the foundation of the apoſtles and 
prophets, i. e. upon their doctrine, Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone.(Il) Here 


is no particular mention of St, Peter, which 
| B 2 one 


(b) Acts xv. 7. (i) pal. exyiii, 20 ö) 1 Cor, iti, It; 
O Eph. xi. 30. TE | 


But if by the rock we are to underſtand the 


0 


(12) 
one might reaſonably have expected, had he 
been prince of the apoſtles. You ſay the church 
is founded on Peter, (ſays St. Hieron) but the 

ſame is built upon all the apoſtles, The twelve 
: 1 were the immutable pillars of orthodoxy, 
the rock of the church (faith another antient 
author). And St. Baſil adds, That Peter was 
but one of the mountains upon which the Lord 
did promiſe to build his church.(m) This is the 
language of all antiquity ; and whatever rank 
Peter might hold among the apoſtles, or what 
peculiar regards he might claim from his coun- 
trymen the Jeus, as the apoſtle of the circum- 
ciſion, it is certain he did not equal the apoſtle 
Paul among the Gentiles: St. Paul was pro- 
perly their apoſtle, and he glories in it; 1 am 
be apoſtle of the Gentiles (ſay he) and Grace 
was given me of God, that I ſhould be the mi- 
niſter of Feſus Chriſt to the Gentiles :(n) In this 
province he laboured . more abundantly than 
the reſt, (o) and with greater ſucceſs, ſtriving to 
preach the Goſpel where Chriſt had not been 
named, leſt he ſhould build upon another's 
foundation; on which account he certainly 
deſer ves the higheſt honours, - 
But if after all, the Papiſts will build their 
church upon the ſupremacy of St. Peter, let 
them remember that upon this very rock it has 
once ſpilt; the ſupremacy being the firſt point 
of controverſy that made way for the Re- 
formation. This cut off the Britiſh ans 
| from 


— — — eee 
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= 5 (m) Vid. Barrow, p. 58. () Rom. xi. 13. 
(9) Row. ee. e Os 


(13) 


from that idolatrous communion, and ſeems to 


make a reconciliation impracticable. Had this 
been given up, England and Rome had been 
united more than once ſince that time; but this 
keeps her wounds open, and is, in my humble 
opinion, that ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of 
offence, which will one time or other fall up- 
on her, and grind her to powder. Wi 
The ſecond paſſage to ſupport the ſuprema- 
cy of St. Peter follows in the latter part of my 
text; And 1 will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and ve go thou ſhalf 
bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; and 
whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on earth ſhall be 
looſed in heaven. © Where (ſays tie late Ca- 
e techiſm) under the figure of the keys of the 
* kingdom of heaven, our Lord enſured to 
* Peter the chief authority in his church; as 
cc when a king gives to one of his officers the 
« keys of a city, he thereby declares that he. 
* makes him governor of that city. Are the 


keys then the enſigns of ſupreme authority? 


The Scribes and Phariſees had them in our 
Saviour's time, and yet were ſubject to the 
High-prieſt; and 'tis no unuſual thing for 
maſters of families to entruſt their keys with 
ſervants without authoriſing them to diſpoſe 
of their treaſure. The plain meaning of the 
paſſage is this: The kingdom of beaven is the 
kingdom of the Mefhah, and the keys are 
St. Peter's commiſſion to open the gates of it 
to the Gentiles. It follows, whatſoever ye ſhall 
bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; _ 

Ger Iz n!, WR: 


whatever you ſhall declare to be forbidden un- 
der pain of my diſpleaſure, ſhall render the 
offender obnoxious to my wrath ; and whatſo- 
ever things ye ſhall looſe on earth, tho' once re- 
quired by the law of Moſes, men ſhall be al- 
lowed todo them without incurring my diſplea- 
ſure. But whatever is meant by this grant, no- 
thing was peculiarly promiſed to St. Peter, be- 
cauſe in other places it is given in common to 
all the apoſtles, Mattb. xviii. 18. Verily I ſay 
unto you, Whatſoever vE ſhall bind on earth, 
Dall be bound in heaven; and whatſoever vx. ſhall 
looſe on earth, ſhall be logſed in heaven. Again, 
hen our Lord appeared to his apoſtles after his 
reſurrection, he breathed upon them, and ſaid, 
Receive ye the holy Ghoſt; as the Father has ſent 
me, even ſo I ſend you; whoſeſoever fins ve re- 
mit, they areremitted unto them ; and whoſeſoever 
fins YE retain, they are retained. (p) The apoſtles 
had the diſcerning of ſpirits,and the extraordina- 
ry gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to direct their judg- 
ments in the exerciſe of their extraordinarypow- 
ers; and if his Holineſs of Rome can convince the 
world, he is poſſeſſed of the fame infallible Spirit, 
I think all mankind ſhould kiſs his flipper, and 
apply to him in the moſt humble manner, for 
an admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven. 
A. third paſſage inſiſted upon by the advo- 
cates for St. Peter's ſupremacy is Luke xxii. 3 r, 
32. The Lord ſaid, Simon, Simon, behold Satan 
bas defired to have thee, that he might winnow 
thee as wheat ; but 1 have prayed for thee, that 
FCC thy 
(2) John xx. 25. 


4 


(15) 


ehy faith fail not; and when thou art converted, 


ſtrengthen 05 brethren. In which text, (fay - 


the Romaniſts) our Lord not only declared 
« his particular concern for Peter, in praying 
« that his faith might not fail, but alſo com- 
« mitted to him the care of his brethren, the 
« other apoſtles, in charging him to confirm 
« and ſtrengthen them.” The words have a 
manifeſt reference to St. Peter's denial of his 
maſter in the high-prieſt's hall, when his faith 
was in ſuch danger of failing, that if our 
Lord had not looked upon him, it might ne- 


ver have recovered; but when he ſhould be re- 


ſtored, he exhorts him toconfirm and ſtrengthen 
his brethren, who, not being able to abide the 
like trial, forſook their Maſter and fled, when 
he was apprehended in the garden. What re- 


lation this can have to St. Peter's I 
over the reſt of the apoſtles, or to the pretend= 


ed juriſdiction of his ſucceſſors over the whole 


chriſtian world, is hard to diſcover. The pri- 


mitive Chriſtians encouraged each other to ſuf- 


fer martyrdom ; and the confeſſors and mar- 


tyrs in Queen Mary's days ſtrengthened and 
confirmed their brethren in priſon, by confe- 


rence, by exhortations and prayers, without 


_ claiming an authority over their faith. Men 
muſt be reduced to very great extremities, 


when they build ſo weighty a fabrick upon ſo 


ſlender a foundation. 5 
The laſt paſſage of Scripture inſiſted on is 


John xxi. 15, 16, 17. where our Lord, in allu- 


ſion to Peter's having denied him thrice, com- 
mands 


— — — - 


| md him der r to feed his lambs and bit 
In which text (ſays — late Catechiſm) 


RS 6k 40 55 Lord in a ſolemn manner thrice 


4 committed to St. Peter the cafe of his whole 
* flock, of all his ſheep without exception, 
« that is, of the whole church. Who could 


= imagine unlimited ſovereignty could be con- 


tained in this harmleſs precept! And what is 
there in it peculiar co Peter? Was not the 
fame commiſſion given to all the apoſtles, 
when they were commanded to teach all nati- 
ons? And is not the like charge given to every 
biſhop or paſtor of the church? When the 
apoſtle Paul took leave of the elders of Epheſus, 
he commanded them to take heed of the flock 
over which the Holy Ghoſt had made cherry 
overſeers to feed the church of God, () which he 
had purchaſed with his blood; and St. Peter, 
in one of his catholick epiſtles to the ſtrangers 
that were ſcattered abroad thro Pontus, Gala- 
tia and Cappadocia, exhorts the elders among 
them to feed their ſeveral flocks; taking the 
overſight of them not by conſtraint, but wit- 
lingly ; not for filthy luere, but of a ready 
mind. 

This is EV whole evidence by which this 
important doctrine is ſupported. If then it 
ſhould be admitted, St. Peter was one of the” 
chief of the apoſtles, as being the- eldeſt and 
firſt in order, and that he ſtood high in the: 
eſteem df our Lord, on account of his courage 
and boldneſs in his cauſe ; yet it does not ap- 


„„ Acts xx. 28. 
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„ 
from ih texts oe mend or any 
other, that an aut bority was given him over 
the reſt of the apoſtles; much leſs that he was 
conſtituted head of the univerſal hare” and 
vicar-general of Chriſt upon earth. 8 


We proceed, in the ſecond place, to produce 
the arguments from ſcripture and antiquity, | 
which demonſtrate the falſeneſs of this claim; 

And firſt, there is not the leaſt mention of 
ſuch an officer in ſcripture. If Peter had been ap- 


pointed primate of the apoſtles, with joriſdicti- 85 


on over the whole chriſtian church, is it conſiſt- 
ent with the wiſdom and goodneſs of God not 
to mention it in expreſs words, eſpecially if the 


knowledge of it is of the utmoſt importance to 


the very being of Chriſtianity, and the eternal 
happineſs of mankind? But is any thing like 
this recorded in the whole New Teſtament? 
Surely St. Paul muſt have been guilty of a very 
great omiſſion, when he was enumerating the 
ſeveral officers of the Chriſtian church, not to 
mention the CH IE: For he ſays no more, 
than that our Lord gave ſome apoſtles, ſome pro- 
phets, ſome evangeliſts, ſome paſtors and teach. 
ers. (r) And more expreſely in his epiſtie to the 
Corinthians; God hath ſet ſome in the church, 
rſt apoſtles, ſecondarily prophets, thirdly teach. 
ers, and after that miracles and gifts. (5) If our 
Lord had conſtituted a ſupreme head, ſhould 
It not rather have been, he hath ſet ſome in 
the 1 first, a OW 3 ſecondarily, apo- 
C tles 


0 amel iy. 3, 71. | Oi Cor, xii, 29. 


Files; thirdly, prophets; and then paſtors and 
teac bers? But St. Paul knew no ach 


18) 


officer. 
Secondly, Our Lord himſelf has frequently 
declared againſt a ſuperiority among his apoſtles, 


When there was a ſtrife among them who 


ſhould be greateſt, he preſently puts an end | 


to it, not by nameing the perſon, but by aſſu- 


ring them he intended no ſuch thing. The 
| kings of the earth exerciſe lordſhip over their 
ſubjects; but ye ſhall not be ſo; but he that is 


greater, [i. e. in gifts or knowledge] let bim be 
as the younger; and he that is chief, as be that | 
does ſerve. (t) When two of the apoſtles, James 


and John, affected a pre-eminence above the 
.reſt, by deſiring to fit, one at our Lord's right 
hand, and the other at his left in his Kingdom, 


he rejected their ſuit, and check d their ambi- 
tion, (u) by telling them they knew not what 


they asked; and when the other ten beard it, 


they were moved with indignation. (w) At another 


time, when a diſpute. aroſe among them who 
ſhould be greateſt, as ſoon as our Lord heard 


* 
* 


of it, be ſat down and called the twelve, and ſaid 
unto them, If any man deſire to be firſt, the ſame 


ſpall be laſt of all, and ſervant of all. (x) And in 


his ſermon againſt the Phariſees, he ſays to his diſ- 


ciples, Be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your 


maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethern. 


Thirdly, Neither did the apoſtles after cur 
Lord's aſcenſion into heaven admit it. There is 
no inſtance in the New Teſtament of St, Pe- 


ter 


(t) Luke xxii. 24. [) Mark x. 37, 38. ( Mat. zx. 24. 
( Mark iz. 35 U Matth, xxiii 8. 
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(49) 0 
ters ſetting himſelf up for head of the church, 
or laying his commands on the reſt of the apo- 
ſtles, but rather the contrary. When the 
Apoſtles at Feruſalem heard that the people at 
Sama ria had received the word, they ſent Pe- 
ter and ohn (⁊) to pray for them, that they 


might receive the Holy Ghoſt; who, in obe- 


dience to their orders, readily undertook the 
journey, and diſcharged their truſt. Nor did 
Paul and Barnabas appeal to St. Peter in the 
controverſies that aroſe between them about the 
neceſſity of circumciſion: but referr'd the que- 
ſton to all the apoſtles and elders at Feruſalem, 
who when they had conſider'd it, return'd 
an anſwer, (a) not in the name of PE T E R, by 
divine appointment prince of the apoſtles, and 
lieutenant- general of Chriſt upon earth ; but 
in the common name of the apoſtles, elders, 
and brethren. (b) Nor does St. Peter in his wri- 
tings affect an authority over his brethren ; 
there is nothing of the ſtyle or ſpirit of a 

„ l 


(z) Acts viii. 14 (a) Acts xv. 2, 23. | 

(6) The fathers in expreſs terms aſſert all the apoſtles to 
be co-ordinate in power and authority, St. Cypriam ſays, Hoc 
erant utique & cateri apoſtoli quod fuit Petrus; part conſortio præditi 
& bonoris & poteftatis. The other apoſtles were that which Peter 
was, inveſted with an equality of honour and power, St. Chryſa- 
from ſays, that St. Paul Peqveth that each apoftle did enjoy equal 
dignity, in Gal. ii. 8. and comparing St. Paul to St. Peter, he calls 
St. Paul, in,, duv7s equal in honour to lim; adding, 
e f A ig Tres, for I will not as yet ſay any more, in 
Gal. i. 8. St. Cyril, Hierom, Dionyſlus, Ifdore, and all the 
fathers of the three firſt centurĩes uſe che fame language. 


(20) 

ſovereign Pontiff in his catholick epiſtles, by 
the ſofteſt and moſt condecending language, 
like one that would be thought to be leaſt of 
the Apoſtles rather than the greateſt. The elderi 
That are among you I exhort, who alſo am an E L. 
DER, and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt | 
and à fartaker of the glory that ſhall be reveal. 
ed. (c) And tho St. Paul was born out of due 
time, and did nor ſee our Lord in the fleſh, | 
yet in nothing was he behind the very CHI ET 
of the apoſtles; (d) and with regard to St. Peter 
he withſood him to the face; which is more} 
than the ſtouteſt Cardinal would venture to do, 
to his pretended ſucceſſor at Rome. Bur, +} 
Fourthly, It does not appear that St. Peter 
was biſhep of Rome. I will not affirm, with 
ſome learned criticks, that St. Peter never was 
there, but it is more than probable he was 
not their biſhop. Baronius and other Popiſh| 
writers aſſirm, that St. Peter became biſhop of 
Rome in the ſecond year of Claudius Cœſar, 
A. C. xI II, and fat in the epiſcopal chair 29 
years. And the late Catechiſm ſays, He 
s tranſlated his chair from Antioch to Rome, | 
band died biſhop of that city.” But they do 
not tell us how he became ſo; whether our | 
Lord appointed him their biſhop, or the apo- | 
ſtles ordained him, or the people elected him, | 
or he tnruſt himſelf into the office, Nor is | 
there any account of it in ſcripture, or the an- 
cient 1. We read in the New Teſtament 
of St. Peter's being at Jeruſalem, at Antioch, | 


(5) 1 Pet, v. 1. N (9) Gal. i, 11. 


(21 ) 
at Babylon, and at Corinth, but not once of his 
being at (e) Rome, unleſs Babylon ſtands for that 
city, which the Romanifts are not willing to ad- 
mit upon other occaſions, We are told of his 
travels thro' Cappadocia, Sicilia, Pontus and By- 
thinia, and moſt Parts of Aja; and yet, accord- 
ing to St. Luke, the chief of his famous acts 
were done in Paleſtine: ſo that if he was bi- 
ſhop of Rome, it muſt be allowed that for the 
moſt part he was a on-refident. But is it poſ- 
ſible to ſuppoſe that St. Peter reſided at Rome 
as biſhop of that city, and that St. Paul in his 
epiſtle to the Romans, written fifteen years af. 
ter his ſuppoſed tranſlation, ſhould not ſalute 
him among the reſt of the brethren, whoſe 
names he mentions in the ſixteenth chapter ? 
Nor in his epiſtle to the Galatians,. Ephefians, 
Philippians, Coloſſians, and ſecond to Timothy all 
written from Rome, where he lived two whole 
years in his own hired houſe ; not once ſend his 
ſalutation among others to the ſeveral churches? 
He was certainly not at Rome, when St. Paul, 
writing from that city to the Colgſians, ſays that 
Tychicus, Onelimus, Ariſtarchus, Marcus and 
Juſtin were alone his fellow-labourers, which- 
had been a comfort to bim (f) nor when St. Paul 
made his firſt defence before Ceſar, and ſaid, 
That no man ftood with him, but all men forſook 
him; no, nor at his ſecond ee, before 
Nero, when the time of his departure was at 
hand; (g) for having ſent the ſalutations of all 
| RE OT tt 5 
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the brethern to Timothy and particularly of Eu- 


bulus, Pudens, Linus and Claudia, he takes no 
notice of Peter; which is unpardonable, if he 


was then biſhop of the city. The writers of 
the firſt age are alſo ſilent upon this head. Ma- 
ny legends and fabulous reports were raiſed of 
St. Peter after his death; but (fays the learned 


Joſeph Scaliger) from the end of the Acts of the | 


_ apoſtles to the time of Pliny the younger, (who 


lived under the Emperor Trajan) there is no- | 


thing certain 1n the hiſtory of the church. 
| Beſides, tis hardly credible that St. Peter, 
being the chief apoſtle, and a general officer in the 
church, ſhould condeſcend to become biſhop of 
a fingle city, and is as great a diſparagement 
to his character, as if the general of an army 
ſhould lay down his commiſſion to become 
Captain of a private company; for the #400 
Ojjices are hardly conſiſtent in one perſon. The 
apoſtles were commiſſioned to preach the goſ- 
pel in all nations, but a hp is to reſide in his 
dioceſe, and feed the particular flock commit- 
ted to his charge. If than St. Peter was an 
| apoſtle, he could not perform the duty of a bi- 
ſbop by reſiding in one city or neighbourhood ; 
and if he was a hiſbop, he could not diſcharge 
the office of an apoſtle by travelling into diſtant 
countries. So that here is a failure in the foun- 
dation; for if St. Peter was not 61ſhop of Rome, 
tis impoſſible the preſent Pope ſhould be his 
ſucceſſor. But, pM | 5 
Fifthly, If we ſhould admit that St. Peter 
was biſhop of Rome, the grant of the ſupremacy 


might be only perſonal, and terminate with bim- 


fl 


( 53) 
elf. For it is agreed on both ſides, that the Scrip- 
ture makes no mention of Peter's ſucceſſors ; 
and we all know the apoſtolical office did not 
deſcend to after ages. The Catechiſm ſays, 
« that it is evident by the unanimous conſent 
„ of the fathers, and the tradition of the 
« church in all ages, that the commiſſion 
given to St. Peter deſcended to the Popes or 
« biſhops of Rome. But I may venture to 
challenge all chat is between this and Rome to 


prove ſuch conſent ; the fathers never dream d 


of an univerial monarch over the whole 
church, and are entirely ſilent about it; but if 


they were not, neither their authorily, nor the 
dark and abſcure tradition of later ages ought 


to avail againſt ſcripture and reaſon. Does it 
follow, becauſe Chriſt ſaid to Peter, upon this 
rock I will build my church, that therefore he 
meant it of his ſucceſſors; when there is no 
intimation of an entail throughout the whole 
New Teſtament, nor any communication of 
his apoſtolical gifts? Beſides, if St. Peter was 
biſhop of Antioch ſeven years before his pre- 
tended tranſlation to Rome, why ſhould not his 
ſucceſſors in that See have the better claim? 
For the ' ſtory of his tranſlation by a ſpecial 
command from Chriſt, is an exploded fable ; 
but none of the biſhops as yet put in their claim 
to the ſupremacy, When the Empire became 
Chriſtian, the biſhops of the chief cities claimed 
the firſt rank among their brethern, but His 
Holineſs of Rome had no higher title than Domi- 


nus frater, and Comminiſter, a Brother and Fel. 


Io. 
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eu- Servant, for ſeveral ages. Pope Gregory 1. 


who lived fix hundred years after Chriſt, () ab- 
horred the title of Oecumenical or univerſal 
Biſhop, calling it a diabolical uſurpation, and 
the forerunner of antichriſt ; and he gives 
theſe reaſons for it in his Epiſtles, becauſe it 
was never given to St. Peter; becauſe none of 
the biſhops of Rome till that time had aſſumed 
it; becauſe it was contrary to the canons, to 
the decrees of the fathers, and an affront to | 
Almighty God himſelf. The Biſhop of Rome 
then did not preſume to call councils by his 
own ſovereign authority, nor fit as judge in 
controverſies of faith, much leſs to depoſe 
ſovereign princes; nay, he had not ſo much as 
a caſting voice, nor ſo ſmall a preference as to 
ſign the Canons always in the firſt place. The 
four firſt general councils were convened by 
the expreſs command of the Roman Emperors, 
who preſided in perſon, or by their deputies ; 
but the Pope's ſupremacy was not thought of 
for above 500 years after Chrift, nor obtained 
after many ſtruggles till almoſt a thouſand. 
Sixthly, If we ſhould grant for argument's 
fake, that the ſupremacy deſcended to St. Pe- 
pe nr e in the See of Rome, we ſhall find 
it almoſt impoſſible to derive the ſucceſſion in an 
uninterrupted line through the 2 ages f the 
| church. And yet the Popiſh catechiſm fays, 
that * thoſe only who can derive their lineage 
from the apoſtles are the heirs of the apo- 
« ſtles, and conſequently they alone can claim 
« a right 
(f) Spanh. p- x08 8. | 
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(25) 
« a right to the ſcriptures, to the adminiſtra- 
« tion of the ſacraments, or any ſhare in the 
ce paſtoral office; it is their proper inheritance 
« which they have received from the apoſtles, 
« and the apoſtles from Chriſt.” Let us there- 
fore examine this line, upon which the valt- 
dity of all Chriſtian adminiſtrations depends; 
if this ſhould fail or be interrupted, the whole 
Chriſtian church is loft, for nobody can then 
claim a right to the ſcriptures or any part of 
the paſtoral office. : 4 
Now the ſucceſſors of St. Peter ſhould cer- 
tainly be good men, and endued with an apoſto- 
lick ſpirit, A 6:/hop (ſays the apoſtle) muſt 
be blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, and of good beha- 
viour, not given to wine or filthy lucre.(g) But 
has this been the general character of the Ro- - 
man Pontiffs? Have not ſome been reputed 
magicians and necromancers, (6) and others un- 
doubted monſters of iniquity? Witneſs the 
Alexanders, the Hildebrand, the Gregorys, 
the Boni faces, whoſe lewd and flagitious lives 
are hardly to be parallel'd in hiſtory. Baranus 
their own hiſtorian confeſſes, that for a ſucceſ- 
ſion of 5o Popes, not one pious or virtuous man 


ſat in the chair; ſome were advanced to the 


papal dignity at 10 or 12 years of age; others 
have been murderers and whoremongers, not 
to mention the accounts in hiſtory of a female 
Pope. Are theſe the heirs of St Peter, and vicars 
of Chriſt upon earth? Can the apoſtolical or ta. 
cerdotal character be convey'd thro' ſuch impure 
canals? How prophane was that ſaying of Pope 
2 „ 

% 1 Tim. iii, 2. (5) Acts & Mon. V. I. p. 675. 
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Leo X. Qyam lucroſa nobis eft fabula Chriſti 10 


What a rare market have we made ot 7h s fable 
© of Teſus Chriſt ! © And indeed (ſays are F biſhop 

Jullotſon (k) there is nota more compendious 
« way of perſuading men that the Chriſtian 


ce religion is a fable, chan to ſet up a lewd and | 


c vicious man as the oracle of it.“ 


The ſucceſſors of St. Peter ſhould be found 


#n the fe ait hb, becauſe our Lord hath pray'd that | 


their faith ſhould not fail. And yet, notwith- 
ſtanding their confident pretences to infallibi- 
lity, ſeveral biſhops of Rome have been con- 
demned and depoſed for hereſy, (I) their own 
general councils being judges. But if the 
writings of the new Neſtament be the ſtandard 
of orthodoxy, what a monſtrous train of do- 
ctrines have they introduced contrary to, and 
ſubverſive of the faich once delivered to the 
ſaints! —-- Bur I forbear deſcending to parti- 
culars, leſt I ſhould encroach on the province 
.of my worthy brother who next ſucceeds me, 
and who is much more equal to the ſervice. 
Further, the true ſucceſſors of St. Peter 
ſhould be choſen by the proper perſons, and in a 


ui ſintereſted manner. In ancient time the cler- | 
gy and people of Rome elected their own 


biſhops, the order of Cardinals not being 


known m the Chriſtian church for almoſt a | 
thouſand years; nor were they the ſole Ele- 


ors, till the conſtitutions of Pope Gregory X, 
(in) about 1200 years after Chriſt. But ſuppo- 
ſing the choice to be in them, let us view the 

& Con- 


(i) Spanh. p. 189r. (k) V. II. p. 251. 8 
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Conclave and obſerve whether the Holy Ghoſt 


fits on every head and directs every vote. Is 
there no criminal ambition? No bribery and 
corruption? Are there no ſimoniacal practices? 
Do not the intereſts of the ſeveral potentates 
of Europe govern the ballot as much or more 
than the exemplary piety and capacity of the 
candidates? If the world is not very unchari- 
table, the intrigues of the Conclave exceed the 
molt refined policy of all the courts of Eu- 
rope together. Bleſſed Jeſus ! Are theſe the 
guardians of thy doctrine, the pillars of thy 
church and kingdom ? Can perſons advanced 


by ſuch infamous methods be thy repreſenta- 


tives or ſucceſſors of thy holy apoſtle? 

And after all the regulations that have been 
made in the choice of a Pope, by confining 
the election to the Cardinals, by ſhutting them 
up in their cells, and allowing none to con- 
verſe with them till two thirds are agreed, 
yet the line of ſucceſſion has been notoriouſly 
broken, For ſeveral years there was no Pox 
at all, then two or three together, (a) who G 
vided the profits, and ſpent them in all kinds 
of rioting and debauchery. Onupbrius in his 
lives of the Popes reckons up 3o ſchiſms in the 
Roman church, and Baronius admits 22, the 
moſt conſiderable of which in the 14th Cen- 
tury continued 50 years; one Pope. reſiding 


at Rome, and his brother Pope at Avignon n 


France, each anathematizing the other, and 
condemning his decrees. Now in every ſchiſm, 
one at leaſt muſt be the uſurper; if the Popes 


D 2 at 


( Spanh. 1516. 1818, 


„ Op I . 


Ce} 

at Rome were the rightful ſucceſſors of St. Pe. 
fer, all the holy orders conferred by thoſe at 
Avignon muſt be null ; and if we ſhould trace 
this back through twenty or thirty diviſions, ! 
doubt the line of ſucceſſion would be loſt long 
before we come up to St. Peter; ſo that if the 
right of the ſcriptures, and adminiſtration of 
the ſacraments be the proper inheritance of 
thoſe only who are heirs cf the apoſtles, by an 
uninterrupted lineage, it may reaſonably be 
queſtioned whether there be any Chriſtian | 
church or clergyman in the world ; but thanks 
be to God the Chriſtian religion does not hang 
upon fo ſlender a thread. . 

Seventbly, We may argue againſt the ſupre- 
macy, from the extent of the office which it is not 
pojhble for @ fingle perſon to diſcharge. The 
duty of an univerſal Paſtor is to govern and 
Feed the whole church ; but who can manage 
univerſal empire? What Atlantick ſhoulder 
can ſuſtain the burden of diſpenſing juſtice to | 
the whole world? What ſtrength of body or 
vigor of mind can go through the buſineſs of 
hearing all appeals, of deciding all controver- 
ties, and of rectifying all diſorders in the whole 
univerſe ? For God has promiſed 7o give bis 
don the heathen for his inheritance, and the ut- | 
termoſt parts of the earth for his Poſſeſſion. (o) 
If therefore our Lord had intended ſuch a ge- 
neral officer in his church, he would have fur- 
nithed forne perſons with ſuperior abilities 
to the reſt of mankind to fill the chair; But 
is any ſuch peculiar genius found 1 
. | | them 
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them? To ſay this may be done by Legates or 
Nuncios, is nothing to the purpoſe, becauſe the 
Pope only is infallible, and therefore all appeals 
are referred to himſelf, Beſides, how vaſt 
muſt be the expence, how great the delay of 
juſtice, and how tedious the journeys for men 
to travel with their ſuits from ali parts of the 
habitable world to Rome for a deciſion? If the 
government of a kingdom of moderate extent, 


be as much as one wile prince can manage 


or if a ſmall dioceſe be ſufficient to employ 
the time and labours of a faithful biſhop; 
how impoſſible mult it be for a clergyman ad- 
vanced in years, in the decline of life, and 
under viſible decays of body and mind to di- 
rect and govern the Chriſtian world. 1 
The other branch of the epiſcopal function 
is 70 feed the ſheep ; this was given in charge to 
St. Peter, and is incumbent upon all his ſuc- 
ceſſors. If his Holineſs therefore would diſ- 
charge his paſtoral duty, he ought not to ſit in 
his chair at Rome, but travel thro' the unbe- 
lieving nations, in order to their converſion. 
Were the ſhepherds of 1/rael curſed, (p) becauſe 
they eat the fat, and cloathed themſelves with the 


4001, and killed them that were fed, but did not 


feed the fiock * What then muſt be the portion 
of an univerſal biſhop that never preaches at 
all? Does the Pope viſit his dioceſe, or labour 
in word or doctrine ? Does he feed his flock 


with knowledge and underſtanding ? No, but 


he takes away the key of knowledge, and ha- 
ving obliged the people to ſhut their eyes, puts 
Into 


(a) Ezek. XXX1VY, 33 4+ 
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into their hands pardons, indulgences, and 
conſecrated toys, fitter to pleaſe and quiet 
froward children, than to furniſh a reaſonable 
mind with religion or virtue. 5 77? 
Now if we lay theſe things together, and 
conſider, the ſilence of the ſacred records and 
genuine remains of antiquity about a ſupreme 
viſible head; the uncertainty of St. Peter's 
being Biſhop of Rome, and of the ſupremacy's 
being granted not only to him, but his ſuc- 
ceſfors, upon which their whole title depends; 
the character of thoſe who have ſat in the Pa- 
pal chair; the impoſſibility of deriving their 
. lineage from St. Peter thro' ſo many ſchiſms 
and diviſions; and the extent of the office, 
which is beyond the limits of a finite capacity 
to diſcharge, it will amount to a demonſtra- 
tion that the hierarchy of the church of Rome 
is built upon the Sand, and that their Popes 
have no better a claim to an apoſtolical ſupre- 
macy over the Chriſtian world, than to their 
extraordinary gifts and powers. 
I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with the fol- 
lowing remarks. | 
Firſt, That 7% s Chrift is the only ſupreme 
head of his Church. This is the conſtant lan- 
guage of ſcripture, One is your maſter, even 
Chriſt. —(q) He is the head of the body, the church, 
that in all things he might have the pre-emince. 
—(r) God has put all things under his feet, and 
given him to be head over ail things tothe church, 
—(5s) 1 would have you know, (ſays the apoſtle 
to the Corinthians) that the head of every man 
©] D 
(9) Col. i. 18. () Eph. i. 22, G) 1 Cor, xi. 3. 


(9) 
3s Cbriſt, and the head of Chriſt is God. Should 
it not rather have been, the head of every man 


is the Pope, and the head of the Pope is Chriſt? 


But no head upon earth is capable of govern- 
ing ſuch a body, nor may any man aſſume this 
honour to himſelf; the Son of God alone is 
equal to this high ſtation, who holds the ſtars 
in his right hand, and by virtue of the im- 
menſity of his preſence, is capable of govern- 
ing and feeding the diffufive body of his church 
in every part of the world, (f) Which being 
united to Koa their head, by joints and bands, 
receiveth nouriſhment, . and increaſes with tle 
increaſe of God. Let no man therefore. dare 
to take the ſcepter out of his hand, and place 
it in the hands of a frail man, whole breath is 
in his noſtrils. Kings and Princes may be pro- 
tectors of the church, and defenders of its 
faith from oppreſſion and violence within their 
dominions, but Chriſt only is our living head. 
Secondly, The unity of the Catholick church 
does not conſiſt in its relation to one uifible head, 
but in its union to Chriſt. All that profeis true 
faith in him, and love to his diſciples, and who 
adorn their profeſſion, by undiflembled. piety 


and virtue, are members of that one myſtical 


body of which he is head; for there is but 
one body and one ſpirit, one Lord, one faith, 


one baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is 
4 


above all, and thro all, and in you all. (u) * There 
eis O mention in ſcripture, or primitive an- 

_ © tiquity, of an union of all Chriſtians under 
; a 14 3 . cc 


0) Coloſ. ii. 19. (v) Barrow of Unity of the Church, 
P. 293. I | 
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one political head, (ſays the judicious Dr. 
'« Barrow) nor does it confiſt with the na- 
e ture and genius of the goſpel kingdom, 
< which is not of this world, but diſavows 
politick artifices, and fleſhly wiſdom; it diſ- 
« countenances the impoſition of all new laws 
e and-precepts, but ſuch as are neceſſary for 
* order and edification: it diſclaims all world- 
ly power and dominion, and is to be go- 
< verned by gentleneſs and meakneſs, argu- 
ce ment and perſuaſion: Whereas if it was a 
political body, (ſays the Doctor) it muſt be 
the reverſe of all this; it muſt be ſupported 
<«-by riches and wealth, by force and violence, 
& by courts of judicature and penal laws. All 
<« which things do much diſagree, from the 
« original deſign of the Chriftian church, 
« which is averſe from pomp, doth reje& do- 
« mination, does not require craft, wealth, 
<* or force to maintain it, but did ar firſt, and 

« may ſubſiſt without any ſuch means.” 
Thirdly, A ſupreme juriſdiction and autho- 
rity over the Chriſtian church 1s the very mark 
and character of the man of fin and fon of per- 
dition; who is ſaid, () fo oppoſe, or exalt him- 
ſelf above all that is called God, or that is wor- 
ſhipped; ſo that be as God fitteth in the temple 
of God, ſhewing that he is God. Kings and Em- 
perors, in the language of ſcripture, are called 
Gods, on account of their ſovereign authority 
and power; but his Holineſs of Rome has de- 
clared the ſpiritual power to be above the tem- 
poral; and has ſhewed that he is God, _ 
1 | .- ._- only 


(a) 2 Thefl. ii. 3, 4. 
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only by accepting the titles of Diety, as (x) Mof 
oh Father * God; Prieft of the ( World, 
and Vicar General of Chriſt upon Earth; but 
by treading on the necks of Emperors, by 
kicking off their crowns with his foot, and 
obliging them to hold his ſtirrup, when he 
mounted his horſe: The Emperor Henry IV. 
with his Empreſs and little children waited 
three days and three nights barefoot, at the 
gates of the Pope's palace for abſolution, and 
after all loft his territories, which the haughty 
Pope gave to Rodulphus, with this inſcriprion 
about the crown: (y) Petra dedit Petro, Petrus 
Diadema Rodulpho: The Rock gave the Crown to 
Peter, and Peter gives it to Rodulph. If we 
take a view of his Holineſs in his Pontifical 
Gandeur, we may ſee him fitting in the Tem- 
ple of God, upon a Throne high and lifted up, 
with a triple crown on his head, a triple croſs 
in one hand, and a naked ſword in the other; 
with the keys of the kingdom of Heaven at his 
girdle, and a ſeven-fold ſeal, in token of the 
ſeven- fold gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſurrounded 
with Cardinals arrayed in purple, attended 
with ambaſſadors from all nations; and when 
he appears in publick, multitudes lie proſtrate | 
in his preſence, and pay him the moſt ſacred 
and divine worſhip. Can this be the ſucceffor 
of poor Peter, who told che lame man at che 


gate of the Temple, that filver and gold he had _ 


none? Or is it not rather the character of that 
Anti-chriſt, whom God bas threatned 10 con- 
/ E fume 
(*) Ad & Mon. V. I. p. 10. Spanh. p. 1897. 
0) bb. V. II. p. 292½7:: 
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fume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and deſtroy | 
with the brightneſs of his coming. 
Fourchly, How dangerous muſt it be to con- 
tinue in a church, the validity of all «whoſe ad. 
miniſtrations depends upon an uninterrupted ſuc- 
ceſſion from St. Peter; for if the line ſhould fail, 
or be broken, the whole'Chriſtian world muſt | 
return to Heatheniſm, and be left to the un. 
covenanted mercies of God, Surely if ourLord | 
had deſigned to hang the whole of his religion 
upon this chain, he would have preſerved it en- 
tire, and made every link of it viſible to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the whole world; but as thin 
now ſtand, all is uncertain; a Chriſtian can 
never be ſatisfied that he hears the word of God 
from the lips of one that has a right to inter- 
pret it, or receives the holy facrament from the 
. of one that can derive his orders, in a di- 
rect line, from the apoſtles. It is therefore un- 
accountable that any who call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, ſhould be fond of deriving the validity 
of their Sacerdotal Functions thro' this impure 
and corrupt channel, which has been ſo often 
cut off from its fountain, and is ſo far from the 
_ apoſtolick purity, that it ſeems for ſeveral ages | 
to have had no other parent, than the mother of | 
harlots, and abominations of the earth. The Pro- 
teſtant religion is a much ſafer way of falva- | 
tion, which admits perſons duly qualified and | 
ſolemnly ſeparated to the paſtoral office, to be 
rightful miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and entitled 
to adminiſter all Chriſtian ordinances with effi- 
cacy, wherever the providence of God ſhall i 
caſt their lot, | 
4 Pifthly, 
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Fifthly, Ve may obſerve the vaſſalage and 
avery of the Romiſh communion, which requires 
an abſolute ſubjection of ſoul and body, to the ſo- 
vereign will and pleaſure of the Pope. Men muſt 
not judge for themſelves, but take every thing 
upon the word of the Prieſt, who will inſure 
T cheir ſalvation at the peril of his own. The 
| WJ inſpired apoſtle Paul never claimed this pri- 
vilege ; he would have (z) Every one perſuaded 
in his own mind, and if they differed, to do it in 

Ive; he diſclaims a dominion over the peo- 
| ple's faith; and the apoſtle Peter forbids the 
Elders who had the overſight of the flock, 
(a) to lord it ever God's beritage, But is this the 
manner of the church of Rome, which requires 
a blind and implicit faith from all her mem-. 
bers, and commands us to lay afide our un- 
derſtandings in order to become good Chri- 
ſtians? Strange! That men ſhould have liber- 
ty to exerciſe their reaſon in the common af- 

Gi of life, and be obliged to ſhut their eyes 
and be ſtark blind in matters of faith; nay, 
the Papiſts require us not only to lay aſide our 
underſtandings, but to believe in direct oppoſi- 
tion and defiance to them; for if the Pope 
ſhould decree virtue to be vice, and vice virtue 
we are bound in conſcience, (ſays Cardinal 
Bellarmine) to believe it. Is there any thing 
like this among the moſt barbarous Nations? 
But not content with abuſing our conſcien- 
ces they deprive us of our eſtates and liberties; 
11 8 *opery and ſlavery are inſeparable; and an In- 
quilition in the church is a ſure mark of ſlavery 


V. | E 2 * 


(z) Phil, iil. 15, 16. | (a) 1 Pet. v. 3. 
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5 in the Rate: The liberties of England grew up 


with the Reformation, and will certainly die | 
with it; when Popery got poſſeſſion of hi Bri. 
fiſh throne in the perfon of King James II, our 
laws were preſently fuſpended, our charter, 
taken from us, and our whole conſtitution ſub. 
verted : the knife was then at our throats, and 
the only choice that ſeemed left, was to turn 
or burn. The populace were alarmed, and 
Proteſtants ſhook their chains and groaned for 
a deliverer, which God of his infinite mercy 
ſent us in the perſon of the great King Willian 
III, who without violence or blood delivered 
this nation from Popery ; and all Europe from 
the chains and fetters, that a great and ſucceſs- 


ful tyrant had prepared for them. 


It follows from hence, in the laſt place, that 
an open toleration of the Popiſh religion is incon- 


| Iſtent wit h the ſafety of a free people and a Pro- 


teftant Government. Every Roman-Catholick 
having profeſſed allegiance to a foreign power 
muſt be an avowed enemy to his King and 
county. It is therefore made death by a very 
ſevere law for any prieſt to pervert any of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects to Popery, or for any private 
perſon to be willingly reconciled to the Romiſb 
communion, becauſe as often as Popery gains 
a proſelyte, the King looſes a ſubject. The 
words of the ſtatute (+) are theſe, which I the | 
rather mention becauſe their laity may not be 
acquainted with them: © All perſons pretend- 
« ing to have power, who ſhall abſol ve, perſuade, 
« or withdraw any of the Queen's ſubjects 
« from the religion now eſtabliſhed, to the 
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« Romiſh religion, or move them to promiſe 
« obedience to the See of Rome, being there- 
« of lawfully convicted, ſhall ſuffer as in caſe 
« of high; treaſon. And if any perſon after 
« the end of this parliament, be willingly ab- 
« ſol ved, or Na 1-4 qu as aforeſaid, or wil- 
« lingly be reconciled, or ſhall promiſe any 
tc obedience to any pretended prince, poten- 
« rate, or uſurped authority from Rome, then 
« every ſuch perſon their procurers and coun- 
« ſellors being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall 
e be taken, tried, and judged, and ſhall ſuffer 
« as in caſes *. high-treaſon.” So that, not 
only every prieſt, but every new convert to Popery 
is : nels, = a dead Ma by the laws + his 
country; the moſt ſacred obligations beiug then 
judged an inſufficient ſecurity, from men who 
had delivered up their conſeiences into the hands 


of thoſe who pretend to bind and looſe men from 


their ſins, and to abſolve them from the moſt ſo- 
lemn oaths, or diſpenſe with them, for the ſer- 
vice of the Catholick cauſe. —Far be it from 
Proteſtant Diſſenters to plead for perſecution 
or ſanguinary laws, or even negative diſcourage- 
ments for religious principles not ſubverſive of 
the foundations of ſociety and civil government. 
Every faithful ſubje& ought to be protected 
in his religious as well as civil rights, but if 
men's religion teaches them rebellion ; and 
every convert to Popery is by principle an ene- 
my to the conſtitution of his country, and a 
friend to the Pretender of his Majeſty's crown 
and dignity ; ſurely the government may pre- 
ſerve itſelf, Beſides tis a known maxim of 


Popery, 


Popery, and was decreed in the xixth ſeſſion o 
the eouncil of Conſtance, (d) that no faith is to 
be kept with Hereticks, or Proteſtants; and our 
hiſtories abundantly teſtify that where they have 
had power they have religiouſly obſerved it, as 
appears by the violation of the Edict of Nants 
in France againſt the faith of the moſt ſolemn 
treaties; the maſſacres of Paris and Ireland, in 
which no ties of nature or friendſhip could pre- 


vent the ſtaining their hands with the blood of 


their neareſt Proteſtant relations; not to inſiſt 


upon their many plots and conſpiracies againſt 


the reformed religion in England, and particu- 
larly that wherein King, Lords, and Commons 
aſſembled in Parliament were to be blown up 
at once: only I muſt obſerve, that all the con- 
ſpirators were abſolved, and Garnet their pro- 
vincial, who performed the office, is commend- 
ed by Bellarmine as a man of incomparable 
ſanctity and holineſs of life. 7 

But they tell us their natures are now chan- 
ged, and their principles not ſo fierce and bloody 
as formerly. Are they ſo? T hen may the Ethics 
pian change his stin and the leper his ſpots. Have 
we already forgot the late cruelties at Thorn, the 
numbers of Palatines that were driven from 
their native country purely for religion about 20 
years ago, and the preſent uſage of the Saltz- 
burghers by their ſpiritual tyrant ?—lI would 
not fill your heads with imaginary dangers ; 
bur this I am ſure of, great induſtry is uſed 
by numbers of prieſts (even in defiance of a 
law that makes it death) to undermine the 
Proteſtant religion. Bribes are given, and large 
(d) Spanh, Ec. Hiit. p. 1845- | promiſes 
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promiſes of ſupport and encouragement to the 
meaner people; catechiſms and books of devo- 
tion are privately diſperſed ; Maſs-houſes are 
erected in ſeveral parts of the city and ſuburbs, 
and prieſts officiate almoſt with open doors; 
they inſinuate themſelves into private families, 
and kindly relieve the neceſſitous and diſtreſs d, 
on condition of their living and dying in the 
boſom of the Catholick church. Theſe are the 
new methods of converſion. But ſhall Prote- 
ſtants be aſleep while the Enemy is cutting 
away the ground from under their feet? Have 
we any concern for the reformed religion, for 
the liberties of our country; and for the welfare 
of our dear children and poſterity ? Let- us 
then ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
has made us free. Let Churchmen and Diſſen- 
ters lay aſide their jealouſies of each other, and 
bend their united forces againſt the common 
enemy. And may the wiſdom of the legiſla- 
ture be directed to ſuch meaſures conſiſtent 
with the laws of Chriſtianity, and the natural 
rights of mankind, as may ſtrengthen the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt and effectually prevent the 
growth of a religion which would rob us of 
all that is dear to us as Men and Chriſtians! 
The miniſters of Chriſt are obliged more 
eſpecially to appear in the front of the battle, 
not only to animate their people and arm them 
againſt the approaching danger, but to endea- 
your the delivering theſe deluded ſouls out of 
the ſnare of the Devil, by perſuading them to 
read the Holy Scriptures; and uſe the under- 
ſtandings God has given them to diſtinguiſh 
E 1650 between 
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qetween truth and and error; and by prayin 
that God would enlighten their minds, and gi 
3 them repentance: to the acknow lee gment g 
: the truth: but if after our moſt fervent prayers 
and kind endeavours for their converſion, they 
will ſhur their eyes, and go on blindfold' in a 
religion that has neither ſcripture, reaſon, nor 
common ſenſe to ſupport it; if they will profeſs 
allegiance to a foreign tyrant, and vow the de- 
ſtruction of their. King and Country, when 
their ſupetiors ſhall: command them to the 
ſervice ; we may then lawfully join in that 
form of prayer and thankſgiving appointed by 
Parliament for the fifth of November, before 
it was altered by archbiſhop Laud. — Be thou 
« ſtill, O Lord, our mighty protector, and ſcat- 
c ter our eruel enemies which delight in blood, 
te infatuate their counſels, and root out that 
« Babyloniſh and antichriſtian Se, which ſay 
« with Feruſalem, Down with it, Down with 
« jt to the ground. And to that end ſtreng- 
* then the hands of our gracious King, the 
“ nobles, and magiſtrates of the land, with 
judgment and juſtice, to cut off thoſe work- 
* «ers of iniquity, whoſe religion is rebellion, 
* « whoſe faith is faction, whoſe practice is 
8 e murder ing of fouls and bodies; and to root 
* them out of the confines and limits of this 
kingdom, that they may never prevail againſt 
eus, and triumph in the ruins of thy church; 
« and give us grace by true and ſerious repen- 
e tance to avert theſe and the like judgments 
«from us, for thy dear Son's fake, our only 
« mediator and advocate; to whom be glory 
in the churches throughout all ages world 
without end. Amen. 


